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SCENE 4

(1945. ASHEVILLE. LOBBY OF THE

LX 462_ ASHEVILLE SOUTHERN JOURNAL.)

(A busy office. The front desk is

manned by DARYL AMES. LUCY GRANT, an

editor, mans her station. The desk

bears a sign: "“Asheville Southern

Journal”. BILLY enters, holding his
@0 'ﬁ»“e]f aimanuscript.)

BILLY CANE
(to DARYL)
Hello, is this the Asheville Southern Journal?

(DARYIL leans over and cranes to read
the lettering on the front of his
desk.)

DARYL
Good question, because this sign is often wrong.

LUCY
Don't mind Daryl.

BILLY CANE
If someone wanted to submit some stories to your
magazine. .

LUCY
Let me hand them to the nice man.

(LUCY takes BILLY’s manuscript, gives
it to DARYL who starts to put it in the
"round file.")

DARYL
Then wave them goodbye.

BILLY CANE
Why wave them goodbye?

(BILLY retrieves the manuscript from
the trash can.)

16
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DARYL
Because our editor, Miss Alice Murphy, is one of the
keenest editors in America. The New Yorker magazine sent
people down here to try and hire her away.

LUCY
But she wants to stay right here in North Carolina.

BILLY CANE
That's good!

DARYL
Not for young tadpoles like you.

LUCY
She once made Ernest Hemingway cry. He lay right there,
banged his fists on the floor and sobbed.

BILLY CANE
Why?

LUCY
He used a comma to join two independent clauses.

BILLY CANE
Look, I came all the way from Hayes Creek and I gotta get
back, so...

SR 8

DARYL
Well, aren't we busy.

BILLY CANE
Can I pick up my stories tomorrow?

(DARYL and LUCY both laugh.)

DARYL
Look, you think we're going to read them by tomorrow, if at
alle

LUCY
I'm sorry but we don't even read young writers anymore
without a whopping letter of recommendation.

DARYL
Hmm. Now where did that door go? Oh! There it is...

17
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(He walks BILLY to the door. Miss ALICE
MURPHY enters, (38). Trim, prim. All
bu51ness )

Eﬁ}_ph{f et/

‘ BILLY CANE
Thomas Wolfe read them.
ALICE
Thomas Wolfe?
BILLY CANE

He read them and wrote me back saying I had talent. I sent
them to him last year.

ALICE
You can leave your stories here. I'm a great admirer of
Thomas Wolfe.

BILLY CANE
Well, thank you. I will tell him you said that. You must be
Miss Murphy.

ALICE
I don't have to be, but I am.

BILLY CANE
(to the room)
I'll wait to hear from you. I'm William Cane.

DARYL
I'm writing your name down...
(writes in the air)
William.

(DARYI, starts to write. BILLY exits. As
soon as he does, DARYL tosses the paper
in the trash.)

ALICE
Mr. Ames, hand me those stories. I'm going to read them.

DARYL
Why?

ALICE

Because he's a liar, and liars sometimes make very good
story tellers. Now, what about the new submissions?
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DARYL
We have several. This one from...
(reads)
Carl Sandburg.

ALICE
Well, we should certainly look at that.

DARYL
Tennessee Williams.

ALICE
A very promising new writer. Yes.

DARYIL
And one from Joseph Algonquin.

ALICE
Another one? He's always terrible.

DARYL
Miss Murphy, it's time you knew. Joseph Algonquin is my pen
name.

ALICE
Oh. Well, maybe you've improved. I'll take a look at it.

DARYIL
Don't bother.

(He dumps it.)

LUCY
Miss Murphy, there's a dance at the Shiny Penny tonight.

ALICE
And?

DARYL STR Ly -93

Those officers returning home keep asking about you.

LUCY
When a female walks in that place there isn't a head that
doesn't swivel.
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ALICE
No. Tonight I want to cozy up to a few unnecessary adverbs
and then cut their heads off.

DARYIL
I've heard stories about you, Miss Murphy, you weren't
always such a wallflower.

ALICE
No, not always.

Mm L #4 WAY BACK IN THE DAY

DARYL
The whole world is rejoicing about the war being over.

LUCY
And you should get out and celebrate, too. Come with us;
just this once.
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